Quotes about Scouting by U.S. Presidents
The Boy Scout movement is distinctly an asset to our country for the development of
efficiency, virility, and good citizenship. It is essential that its leaders be men of strong,
wholesome character; of unmistakable devotion to our country, its customs and ideals.
—Theodore Roosevelt
The Boy Scouts have not only demonstrated their worth to the Nation, but have also
materially contributed to a deeper appreciation by the American people of the higher
conception of patriotism and good citizenship. Every nation depends for its future upon
the proper training and development of its youth.
—Woodrow Wilson
If every boy in the United States could be placed under the wholesome influences of
the Scout program and should live up to the Scout Oath and rules, we would hear fewer
pessimistic words as to the future of our nation. Not only is it based on the fundamental
rules of right thinking and acting, but it seems to embrace in its code almost every virtue
needed in the personal and social life of mankind.
—Calvin Coolidge
As one who has been interested in Scouting over many years it has been most heartening to have so many evidences of the practical values of Scout training. We must remember that next to active military service itself, there is no higher opportunity for serving
our country than helping youth to carry on in their efforts to make themselves physically
strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.
—Franklin Delano Roosevelt
The Boy Scouts of America has contributed greatly to the character training of our youth.
What a greater nation this would be if the principles of Scouting could be woven more
closely into our daily lives. The Boy Scouts of America is making a vital contribution to
the character building of our boys and young men. Let us work together to make the
program of the Boy Scouts available to every American boy.
—Harry S. Truman

I urge you to rededicate yourselves to the ideals of the Scout Oath, and to reaffirm your
obligations to your God and to your country. In so doing, you will contribute to the
strengthening of America’s heritage and thereby to the realization of our common goals
in the Great Society.
—Lyndon Baines Johnson
I applaud your many efforts and programs encouraging character development and
leadership among American youth. By sponsoring many useful physical, mental, and
social activities designed to promote self-responsibility, the Scouts strengthen the cornerstone of individual freedom in our nation. These programs develop the youngster’s
confidence in his ability to deal with nature, society, and a challenging world.
—Ronald Reagan
Times and challenges change, yet the values of Scouting will never change. Scouts of any
era would recognize every word that you live by today, because those words have always
defined Scouting. The goodness of a person and of the society he or she lives in often
comes down to very simple things, and the words found in the Scout Law. Every society depends on trust and loyalty, on courtesy and kindness, on bravery and reverence.
These are the values of Scouting, and these are the values of America.
—George W. Bush

